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QUOTABLE  
QUOTE    

 
 

The best thing to do with 
the best things in life is to 
give them up. 

Dorothy Day (1897-1980) 
 

If Christ is risen, nothing 
else matters. And if Christ 
is not risen—nothing else 
matters. 

Jaroslav Pelikan (1923-2006) 
 

The Church is like a great 
ship being pounded by the 
waves of life's different 
stresses. Our duty is not 
to abandon ship, but to 
keep her on her course. 

Boniface (675-754) 

[Thinking of Trawler on 
Clifton Beach!] 

CHANGE AND DECAY? 
Change and decay in all around I see - so goes 
a line from the hymn "Abide with me".  
Change is something we all fear especially us 
church goers.  Often in our life, the church is 
the only stable thing and so we loathe the 
idea of having our church change in any way. 
    
A few weeks ago at the Parish Council 
Meeting, we heard our treasurer say, that 
financially speaking we are not likely to 
survive for more than a year or two.  We’re 
not meeting our budget. We’re not 
attracting enough young families. The only 
way to get out of this is to attract more 
people.  As a Church Historian I have read 
this sort of report for St Paul's, Rondebosch 
since its very foundation as well as for many 
other parishes and for the Diocese itself as a 
whole.     
 
In its early days Rondebosch was a posh 
suburb where only those who had a horse 
and cart to take them to the city for work 
could afford to live.  Thus they were rich 
enough to build a beautiful church and 
furnish it with beautiful stained glassed 
windows, pews, altars, organ and vestments.  
But things change.  Rondebosch around St 
Paul's is no longer the suburb of the wealthy 
but is filled with blocks of small flats suitable 
for students and the elderly who are 
downsizing.  So St Paul's once a church of 
growing families is now a church for the 
student and the elderly with very few in the 
‘yuppy’ group.  The young families have 
moved to the suburban Churches such as St 
Andrew's, Newlands and St Thomas's.  This 
leaves our church just able to survive for a 
year or two unless we do something to 
change things around.  
 
In John’s Gospel Jesus speaks of the vine 
grower who needs to trim the vine in order 
for it to become fruitful.  We (the church) 
are the vine and if we are the true vine then 
our fruitfulness will show. How do we bear 
fruit? How do we bear more fruit?  By being 

pruned; by allowing unfruitful branches 
to die. 
 
So a few weeks ago in my sermon I 
suggested that perhaps we needed to 
look carefully at what we can prune or 
cut back on.  We might need to submit 
to the vine grower’s knife, perhaps 
letting go of a form of church we most 
love, to make room for worship and 
people we don't know -  the stranger, 
the outsider. 
 
I want you to examine yourself and this 
church that you belong to.  Let’s start 
by answering truthfully in our hearts 
the following questions:   

• What do you see as the fruit of 

your personal ministry as a 
layperson?  Are you telling 
others about St Paul’s and why 
you attend it?  Are sharing the 
good things that happen here? 

• How does God use you to 

shape the lives of people around 
you and through them to change 
the world?  Are you actually 
shaping the lives of others?  
How do you respond to those 
who serve you – in shops, your 
staff, your family?  

• What are the most fruitful 

ministries of our congregation? 
Is it the music?  Our ministry to 
students or to the elderly?  Are 
there other ministries that we 
could do which would be more 
fruitful? 

• What are the least fruitful? Even 

if one of these is your favourite 
are you willing to have it 
‘pruned’.  

• Do any ministries at St Paul’s 

need to be pruned?  

(Continued on page 2) 
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REPORT ON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING (Continued from page 1) 

• Do new seeds need to be 

planted? 

• On Pentecost Sunday we 

heard about the Fruits of the 
Spirit given to the apostles – 
how Peter preached and 
brought over 3 000 people to 
baptism.  We, through our 
baptism, are filled with the 
Holy Spirit.  Are we allowing 
the Fruits of the Spirit to be 
made manifest?  Are we 
allowing these fruits to 
strengthen our ministry?  

• How does being attentive to 

f ru i t fu lness  shape your 
discussions, deliberations, and 
decisions as a member of this 
church?   

For the future of St Paul’s we must be 
able to change the line of the hymn 
that I used at the start of this article 
from Change and decay in all around I 
see to Change and growth in all around 
I see. 

• How can you make decay 

change to growth? 
 
I ask that you really sit down and 
wrestle with these questions and then 
play your part of being fruitful by 
coming up with some fruitful 
suggestions. 
 
Email them to me:  
dpratt@mweb.co.za 
 
Hand written answers to me at 
church 
 
 or Post them 
P O Box 7 
Rondebosch 
7700 

This is a brief summary of the last 
Parish Council meeting held on 20th 
May 2012.   
 
The Parish Council is divided into 
Portfolios and here follows reports 
from the different portfolios. 
1. Worship: The Rector reported 

on the Archdeaconry Council 
Meeting held on 11 May and on 
the request of the Archdeacon to 
support each others parishes in all 
events.  The Archdeacon will 
install all parish officers in the 
Archdeaconry Parishes at a single 
service at St Peter’s Mowbray on 
Sunday 27th May at 6pm 

2. Outreach:  The council was 
informed that Fr Christopher 
would be using all his long leave 
and so would be returning to the 
parish on 1st September 2012.  
This would mean that our parish 
outreach for the major part of this 
year must be towards UCT 
Students giving them the pastoral 
care and attention which is normal 
done by the chaplain.  A sub-
committee was appointed to brain 
storm issues in the relationship 
between the parish, Anhouse and 
the UCT Chaplaincy.  This 
committee would be the Rector, 
Carol Hartley, Reeva Mulder and 
James Chapman.  

3. Children’s Ministry.  We are 
continuing our investigation of 
changing our childcare during the 
service into a Sunday School.  We 
ask that  members of  the 
congregation be accepting of the 
noise that happens when the 
children come from hall and join 
us at worship.  Remember they 
are the adult Anglican of the future 
and if they not welcomed today 
they wi l l  not  be  around 
tomorrow. 

4. Maintenance.  This portfolio is 
the busiest so our thanks to its 
members who are willing to 
organise quotations etc.   

             a. Lady Chapel carpet.  
Quotes for replacing still be collected 
             b. It was agreed to improve 
the lighting of the choir gallery 
and to fit power points for the organ 
tune in the organ loft.  

c. Minor Hall.  Final quotes for the 
re-furbishing of the minor hall are 
being obtained 
d. It was decided that many small 
maintenance issues could be 
resolved by using Clifford Hunter, our 
verger, after his normal working hours 
for a small fee.  He will need tools and 
a long ladder (6-8m long) to do this 
extra work.  Is there a parishioner 
who can help us here? 
5. Financials.  Trevor Christian, our 
treasurer expressed concern that 
although we are sticking to our 
budget, are the parishioners aware 
that we have a budget with a deficit 
of nearly R100 000?  Even if we 
manage to keep within budget we will 
have to use up all our reserve to 
balance our books in 2012.  This is a 
great concern.  We can cut expenses 
only so far.  Many expense are fixed 
by the Diocese (priest stipend and 
travel allowance for example) so what 
we have to do is increase our income 
and the only significant way we can do 
that is through increasing the numbers 
who attend St Paul’s.   
6. Administration.  Although 

the office computer is still 
working, it is the same 
computer that was there when 
I arrived eight years ago.  We 
do need to upgrade it and its 
software.  Prices are being 
sought  to do this (about 
R6000 is the cheapest quote so 
far).  Perhaps a parishioner 
would like to contribute some 
of the money to do this? 

7. It was decided to postpone the 
closure of the church 
grounds until Spring so it will 
be warmer for the personnel 
guarding the gates. 

8. Fundraising:  The possibility 
of a Jazz concert in late July or 
early August is being pursued.         

9. Confirmation:  Thus far there 
are NO candidates seeking 
confirmation.  If you know of 
anyone seeking confirmation 
please collect a form from me 
as soon as possible or there 
will not be time to complete 
the  c l a sses  be fore  the 
Confirmation Service. 

Derek Pratt 
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St Paul’s Church is a member of the 
Friends of the Liesbeek because the 
Rectory and Goodwin Cottage is right 
alongside the river and also because 
God commanded us to be good 
stewards of God’s creation and this is 
a small way of us taking this command 
seriously. 

ABP. THABO’S MAY 
‘TO THE LAOS’ 

I hope that parishioners will support 
this organisation by attending the 
AGM which will also have input on 
what the fulltime employees of FoL 
do to try and preserve the pristine 
state of the Liesbeek River and its 
banks. 
 

Friday, May 18, 2012 

To the Laos - To the People of 
God, May 2012  

Dear People of God 
This year is my fifth as Archbishop 
of Cape Town, and also sees the 
t e n t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  m y 
consecration. All who are able are 
invited to share in celebrating this 
decade at a special service in St 
George’s Cathedral, Cape Town, at 
noon on 26 May!  
 

Since becoming Metropolitan, I have 
continually been struck by the 
wonderful sense of common life 
shared across the Anglican Church 
of Southern Africa, and the great 
distances between us – not just in 
geography, but in some of the 
human realities that we experience. 
I pray we can sustain this sense of 
togetherness by sharing news from 
around our church and praying for 
one another. St Paul wrote in his 
first letter to the Thessalonians, ‘We 
always give thanks to God for all of 
you, and mention you in our prayers 
…’ (1 Thess 1:2). Let us bear each 
other up in the same way! 
 

A particularly urgent and important 
prayer request come from Bishop 
Adam Taaso, who asks for our 
intercessions for Lesotho’s elections 
on 26 May. In recent weeks, there 
has been a lot of tension within and 
between different parties, with 
outbreaks of violence, even murder. 
The churches are working with 
others to promote peaceful, free 
elections, and Archbishop Emeritus 
Desmond Tutu – himself Bishop of 
Lesotho from 1976 to 1978 – visited 

THE LIESBEEK : GROWING BANKS – 
INVESTING IN 
OUR FUTURE 

Tuesday 5th June 2012 
at 5.30 for 6.00pm 

in the Environment Centre at Valkenberg 
LMP Manager Jason Mingo and LMP Supervisor Ntobeko Dyani 

will hold an open presentation. Find out what’s being done on the 
river; join the planning; ask all the questions; highlight the 

challenges. 
We will also have our 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
All are welcome. Refreshments will be served. 

Please RSVP to Francine by email: secretary@fol.org.za  

 

What needs clean in the Liesbeek 

Working on Water 
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Papier (Holy Spirit, Heideveld), Ms 
Claire Collins (St George’s Cathedral) 
and Mr Philip Donald (St Thomas, 
Rondebosch).          
 
Tickets are R100 and include a 
traditional Jewish supper.  There will be 
a cash bar. 
 
Please inform Marlene Cozett on 
tablebay@ctdiocese.org.za or 021 469 
3774 about how many people will be 
attending. Payment should also be made 
directly to the Bishop’s office by the 23 
May 2012 and tickets will be provided. 
 
We at St Paul’s support this event and I 
hope you will support the project by 
attending it. 
 
I’m also proud to say that a parishioner 
who has strong links with the Church of 
England Diocese of Hull, has generously 
donated £500 (not Rand but pounds!).  
Our thanks go out to this donor and 
hope that others will be as generous. 

The Diocese of Cape 
Town’s Hull Link 
Committee  

cordially invites 
 

to a concert of 
KLEZMER MUSIC 
at St Michael and All 
Angels, Observatory  
at 7pm on Thursday 

14h June 2012. 
 
Well-known clarinetist Matthew Reid 
and his band, with popular singer Ivor, 
will present an evening of KLEZMER 
MUSIC which Matthew describes as 
“the instrumental music of the Ashkenazy 
Jews from Mid-Europe.  ‘Fiddler on the 
Roof" music where violin, clarinet and other 
instruments are the ‘Vessels of 
Song’ (Kley+Zimmer) is a good example 
with its typical oom cha oom cha feel. 
When Jews took it to America it turned into 
swing feel. I describe it as festive music in a 
minor mode...no matter how cheerfully you 
play it, it always sounds a bit sad. The 
crying and laughing of the clarinet and 
violin works to express one's yearning for 
God." 
 
The purpose of the evening is to raise 
the airfare cost of one of the six 
delegates who will be travelling to Hull, 
U.K. in September.  
Led by our Bishop Garth Counsel, the 
delegation includes Father Melvin 
Booysen (St Bartholomew, Walmer 
Estate), Rev’d Yolisa Mpambani (St Mary 
Magdalene, Gugulethu), Mr Danny 

AL’S PLACE 
RESTAURANT 

Many of you might know of the 
restaurant Al’s Place situated in 
the block of shops opposite 
Rondebosch railway station on 
same side of the railway line as 
the station ticket office.  
 
Karen and I have often eaten 
there as have others in Parish—it 
is a good place  to eat when you 
just don’t feel like cooking!  
 
And now you can help raise funds 
for the parish when you eat 
there.  Here is his advert. 
 
So don’t forget to mention St 
Paul’s when you make your 
booking! 
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Each day, Lane Denson, the founding 
editor of The Covenant Journal, 
writes, as he describes it, "an occa-
sional piece, intentionally daily, but 
not likely."  
 

Emma's self sacrificing love and courage, 
as shewn in her rushing into the sea, in 
the endeavour to save her sisters, losing 
her life in the attempt. 
 
I have used the word 'courage' because it 
was almost her last word spoken to her 
sisters the struggling in the sea, to try and 
cheer them, and hope applicable to 
Madeline’s hopefulness, in looking for-
ward to her home life on leaving school, 
almost her last conversation with me, 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Those who attended the Lent Course 
on Stained Glass Windows will re-
member that we looked at the four 
bayonet windows on either side of the 
Resurrection Window with figures 
labelled (in Latin) Faith, Hope, Love 
and Humility.   
 

This window was a gift from George 
Nicholls a rich merchant of Cape 
Town who lived in Rondebosch and 
worshipped at St Paul’s.  He presented 
this window in memory of his two 
daughters who drowned at Kalk Bay 
and also his wife and son.   
 

George Nicholls Will specified what 
he would like in the window:  
Extract from the will of Mr 
George John Nicholls 
And I hereby direct that the said fund 
shall be known as 'The Nicholls Memorial 
Fund' and shall be held upon and applied 
to the following trusts and purposes in 
memory of my dear wife and our children 
Emma and Madeline who were drowned 
in Kalk Bay and our Son George Robert 
who died after I left the Colony, that is to 
say in the first place providing and erect-
ing a window in Rondebosch Church near 

Cape Town to their memory. 
As to this I wish the trustees of this my 
will to have regard to a separate memo-
randum which I have made but which 
memorandum is not to be taken as part 
of this my will." 
 

Memorandum as to the Memo-
rial Window. 
It is my desire & wish if practicable, that 
a handsome memorial window be 
erected in the Chancel of Rondebosch 
Church in memory of My dear wife, and 
our two daughter who were drowned at 
Kalk Bay & were buried in the Church-
yard adjoining, as well in memory of our 
other children who have been taken to 
their rest.   
 

The subject to be faith Hope and Charity 
in their broadest sense, symbolised under 
special design, for which the following [is] 
to be taken as a guide, in carrying out 
my views. 
 

I wish the features of my wife and 
daughters to be represented in their de-
sign- my wife representing Faith 
[pencilled in 49 above name] Emma, 
Charity [pencilled in 20 above name] 
and Madeline, Hope [pencilled in 14 
above name].  The design to bring out 
strongly as possible some emblem of de-
voted faith and unselfish love and illus-
trating my wife's leading characteristics, 
as well as her almost unexampled pa-
tience under trying circumstances.  Also 

Historical Jottings 

THE DROWNING OF THE NICHOLLS 
DAUGHTERS 

East Window at St Pauls:  Centre 

panel of the Resurrection with 

Faith, Hope Love and Humilty on 

either side 

Mrs Nicholls as Faith 

Emma Nicholls as Caritas, 

Charity or Love 

George Richard Nicholls as Humility 



PAGE 6 C A R I  T A S  VOLUME 2012 ISSUE 53  

(Continued from page 5) 

being on that subject - when she re-
marked very casually, "I do so love my 
home" as well as looking to her future home 

i n 

heaven, which seems to have been con-
stantly present to her mind during her last 
days on earth, she often quoting and singing 
"day by day the voice saith come enter thine 
eternal home" (191st Hymn Old Edition 
A&M) 
 

Beneath the windows (if erected) a memorial 
brass to be placed, recording in suitable 
terms that the above window has been 
erected in terms of my will in loving memory 
of my =dear wife and our two daughters 
taken from us so suddenly - as well as our 
other children taken to their rest and should 
from any cause the window not be erected (I 
am not prepared to recommend its erection 
elsewhere) I should still wish that a hand-
some memorial brass be placed somewhere 
in the Rondebosch Church with suitable in-
scription as above indicated. 
Geo J Nicholls 
 
Recently the Chairperson of the Cape 
Town Family History told me about a 
chapter from the biography of the 
Arderne family - The Ardernes & Their 
Garden A family Chronicle by Arderne 
Tredgold which describes this tragedy.  
 

But even such halcyon summer holidays 
had their tragedies.  On January 8th, 
1874, Mr George John Nicholls, a banker 
and shipper of Cape Town, took his three 
daughters, Emma (22), Madeline (15) 
and Edith (13) for an early morning bathe 

from being dashed against the rocks 
and managed to carry her ashore, 
only to find that she must have 
drowned long before they brought her 
in.  
 

Sadly the cart drove back from Kalk 
Bay, with the only survivor of the 
three sisters, Edith, and the body of 
Madeline.  
 
It was one of those accidents which 
should never have happened. Mr 
Auret, knowing how treacherous the 
sea had been at that beach, was so 
worried at seeing the girls bathing 
there that only four days before the 
tragedy he had sent his Philippino 
fisherman, Manuel, to warn them not 
to go too far out as it was too risky- 
the current could be violent and 
sweep them out to sea Emma had 
laughed and said: "If need be we could 
swim to England."  
 
Mr Nicholls was so shocked by the trag-
edy that he left the Cape soon after-
wards and retired to London. Before he 
left he gave a pension to fisherman, Sa-
lie Gafuur, who had rowed his boat to 
the rescue, and , presented a font to the 
English church at Kalk Bay.  
 
There is also a memorial to the girls and 
a stained glass window in St Paul’s 
church, Rondebosch. Not many remem-
ber how Nicholls beach got its name...  
but every year a number of people in 
poor circumstances have reason to 
grateful to Mr Nicholls.  He was a very 
wealthy man and in his will he left about  
£20,000 (10% of his estate) for a fund, 
the interest of which was to be paid an-
nually in Cape Town to persons "of gen-
teel birth" who had fallen on hard times.  

on the beach that is now called 
Nicholls or Danger Beach; the second 
name is we') deserved for the beach 
shelves steeply and there is often a 
strong backwash.  That morning the 
backwash caught all three girls and, 
hampered by their heavy bathing cos-
tumes, they were swept helpless out 
to sea.   
 

Their father, who could not swim, 
rushed frantically up the beach calling 
out that his daughters were drowning 
and that he would give £lO,OOO to any-
one who would save them.  
 

Henry Arderne and Henry Beard were 
just getting into their Cape cart to 
drive to Wynberg when they heard 
the shouts for help.  
 

Arderne dashed to the house of Mr 
Abraham Auret who, with his eldest 
son, was already on the stoep from 
where they could see the drowning 
girls.  Mr Auret jumped into the cart 
with the two other men, they whipped 
up the horses and galloped to the har-
bour at Kalk Bay.  
 

"A boat! A boat!" they shouted, "three 
ladies are drowning!" A Malay, Salie 
Gafuur, immediately offered his boat, 
the men jumped in and rowed as fast 
as they could to the drowning girls. 
Only one of them, Edith, was still con-
scious when they reached her and as 
Arderne caught hold of her to pull her 
into the boat she gasped, "Please hold 
me tight and don't drop me into the 
water again." Arderne and Beard then 
pulled Madeline in, but they could see 
there was barely a spark of life left in 
her. Arderne held her in his arms to 
try to revive her, but she died before 
the boat reached Kalk Bay.  
 

Many people had rushed down to the 
beach to see if they could help but not 
many people were 
good swimmers then, 
and they had to watch 
helplessly the three 
struggling girls. Emma 
had drowned before 
the boat reached 
them and had been 
swept towards the 
other beach. A brother 
of Auret, Henry, and 
John Gainsford waded 
waist deep into the 
sea to save the girl 

Madelaine Nicholls as Hope 

Danger Beach today—looking south 
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(Continued from page 3)  

TO THE LAOS continued 
at the end of April. He appealed for an 
end to violence, and invited all the 
political parties to sign a pledge to 
pursue peaceful elections and to 
respect the results in due course. 
Please pray that these promises may 
be kept.  
 

Another topic for prayer is the 
diocesan synods of Namibia and Port 
Elizabeth, on 24-26 May. May they be 
times of fellowship, planning and 
renewing diocesan vision and mission, 
and also of commitment to mutual 
accountability in the things of God. 
 

Our most distant Diocese is the mid-
Atlantic Island of St Helena. Last 
month Bishop Richard Fenwick and his 
wife Jane spent a morning at 
Bishopscourt. They were on their way 
to the UK, for well-earned holiday, as 
well as a busy programme of visits to 
congregations and others who support 
the Diocese. Jane – whose birthday it 
was – showed us a wonderful slide 
show of Island life, and Bishop Richard 
spoke about the church’s priorities. 
Work is due to begin soon on St 
Helena’s first airport, and this will 
mean major changes to nearly every 
aspect of Island life. Building work will 
bring a large influx of workers, and 
further challenges will follow when it 
opens, making travel and tourism to 
and from St Helena far easier. Please 
keep ‘the Saints’ in your prayers. 
 

One of the joys of travelling around 
the Province and meeting Anglicans is 
that again and again I feel my heart 
lifting, as we recognise one another 
not only as brothers and sisters in 
Christ, but as sharing something very 
special within the family of ACSA. It is 
a precious, holy, gift, to know that we 
belong together, held in the embrace 
of God’s steadfast love. It is as if well-
springs of joyful encouragement 
overflow when we meet – an 
encouragement that strengthens and 
inspires us, whatever challenges we 
face. 
 

Yet meeting together over such big 
distances is difficult and expensive. 
This is why Provincial Synod is held 
every three years, with Provincial 
Standing Committee in intervening 
years; and though all Dioceses are 

represented, only relatively few people 
participate. So we must ensure ACSA 
‘meets’ in other, more comprehensive, 
ways, and nurture our fellowship in 
Christ, and partnership in the gospel. 
These letters are one way of 
contributing to this goal. Social media 
can also help, like my Facebook page 
(‘Archbishop Thabo Makgoba’) and blog 
(http://archbishop.anglicanchurchsa.org) 
and there are other FB pages for 
Provincial organisations, as well as 
Dioceses, Parishes and other groups. 
Please use what you can, and, whatever 
else, do pray! 
 

But while all these are great for sharing 
news, they are not so good for in-depth 
reflection or debate. So let me first 
commend Southern Anglican: through 
its pages ACSA members can offer 
views on important questions that face 
the church, or face us as Christians 
engaging with the world around. Please 
do take the initiative to contact to the 
editor, Revd Loraine Tulleken, offering 
pieces for publication. This is our 
magazine, open to all, so let’s make it 
work by addressing what matters to us 
most, in its pages. 
 

Second, I invite you all to join me at the 
Anglicans Ablaze Conference, ‘A 
Generation Rising Up’, from 3 to 6 
October, in Johannesburg. With the 
backing of the Synod of Bishops, and 
supported by Growing the Church, this 
conference will help us celebrate 
together and explore more deeply our 
Provincial Vision – that we are 
‘Anglicans who ACT: Anchored in the 
love of Christ, Committed to God’s 
mission, Transformed by the Holy 
Spirit’. For more information, contact 
GtC on office@growingthechurch.org.
za or 021 712 0408, or see www.
anglicansablaze.org. I look forward to 
meeting many of you there. If you 
cannot come in person, please ‘be 
present’ by praying. And whether you 
can come or not, I encourage your 
parish to follow the 6-week sermon 
series, with material for Bible studies, 
on the Vision and Mission Statement. 
D o w n l o a d  t h i s  a t  w w w .
growingthechurch.org.za/events.aspx.  
 

Last month Lungi and I and our 
daughter Pabi were in London, where I 
preached at St Martin in the Fields at a 
service celebrating the silver wedding of 
Pabi’s godmother, Tricia Sibbons and 
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her husband Douglas Board. We got 
to know Tricia when she was a 
warden at St Martins, which has 
historic links with St Marys’ in the 
City Cathedral, Johannesburg, where 
I was curate. Tricia was the first 
Director of the Trevor Huddleston 
Memorial Centre, and now chairs its 
Board. She and Douglas arranged for 
me to address a group of London 
lawyers and business people, 
challenging them not just to help 
such initiatives by donations, but to 
use their influence to change the 
politico-economic systems that 
continue to place politics and profits 
before people and planet. 
 
I was able to pursue the same 
argument a fortnight later at the 
World Economic Forum Africa 
Summit in Addis Ababa, where I was 
a panel speaker in sessions on 
‘Fostering Political Stability’ and ‘The 
Future Role of Civil Society’. Please 
keep praying that such opportunities 
continue to arise for me to make 
the voice of the church heard, 
promoting gospel values, moral 
living, and priorities that reflect 
God’s justice, among those who 
shape how our world is run. They 
need to hear the clear message that 
the current world order creates 
poverty, damages the planet, and 
puts all our futures in jeopardy. I 
have asked Prof Gerald West to 
compile Bible studies for 2013 to 
help us reflect theologically on 
economics. I am also working to 
promote initiatives that particularly 
help tackle youth unemployment – I 
shall say more about these next 
month. 
 
Scripture says, ‘Let us consider how 
to provoke one another to love and 
good deeds, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another … ’ (Heb 
10:24-5). Let us work hard at doing 
this, in person, and in prayer.  
 
Yours in the Service of Christ,  
 
 
+Thabo Cape Town 
 



Mission Statement of St Paul’s Parish 
incorporating the Anglican UCT Chaplaincy  

 
… to be a united fellowship of diverse people dedicated to 
worshipping God and spreading the Gospel in the power 
and compassion of the Holy Spirit. 
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This cartoon puts it into perspective  


