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I speak in the name of Jesus the Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit, to the 

glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 

Whilst studying towards my degree in Divinity at Rhodes University, we were 

required to read and present an essay on a book titled God Was In Christ by 

DM Baillie.  

Baillie (1887 to 1954) was raised in the Calvinist Tradition. He studied at the 

University of Edinburgh and later the University of Marburg where he was 

influenced by the theologian Wilhelm Hermann. After some time as a Church 

of Scotland parish minister, he wrote Faith in God and its Christian 

Consummation. He was then appointed as Professor of Divinity at St Mary’s 

College under the auspices of the University of St Andrews. It was during this 

time that he wrote his more famous work, God Was In Christ (1948) which 

explored the paradox of grace and applied it to incarnational theology. 

Essentially, Baillie argued that all Christian Spirituality is centred on Jesus 

Christ. Baillie attempts, in his book, God Was In Christ, to understand who 

Christ is and the significance of his life. Whilst much of the book is aimed at the 

theologian, there is also an accessible message regarding the importance of 

the revitalization of personal experience and to the fellowship and ministry of 

the Christian community. 

Baillie reviews various theological approaches in the past that placed great 

emphasis on the historical Jesus of Nazareth. Baillie agrees that the full 

humanity of Jesus must be taken more seriously in order to avoid the mistake 

of seeing Jesus as a divine life lived in a human body.  

Baillie goes on to discuss the attributes of Form Criticism under the umbrella of 

the Historical-Critical Method. Baillie refers to Rudolf Bultmann and the view 

that we may be mistaken to use the Gospels as a resource to find out more 

about the personality of Jesus. We should, rather, be using the Gospels as 



representative of the Christ of Faith, as opposed to a historical construct of the 

person of Jesus.  

The problem is that if we give up the Jesus of History, do we then also give up 

Christianity as an historical religion? Baillie asks the following question: “What 

is the basis for a faith response if not the conviction that in the historical Jesus 

is a revelation of God?” 

Baillie continues to ask some challenging questions like: 

• Why complicate the human Jesus found in history with theological 

mystifications of traditional Christian doctrine? 

• Why not simply regard Jesus as the supreme discoverer of God? 

In part answer to these challenging questions, Baillie suggests that the answer 

lies in the nature of God as described in Jesus’ teaching. Jesus described God as 

one who takes the initiative to seek us out and come to our aid. We might then 

be encouraged to ask ourselves the question whether or not God is passively 

waiting to be discovered, or is he revealing himself in the life of Jesus?  

Baillie concludes by suggesting that the purpose of God is for humanity to live 

a true and wonderful fellowship with each other and with God.  

Jesus was content to lose himself entirely in the life of God and the life of his 

fellow men, living without reserve the life of community, which is the very life 

of God Himself, though there was no community that would live it with Him, or 

even tolerate His living of it.  

Baillie reminds us that a few weeks after the crucifixion, the church was 

formed. Looking back, people realised that God was dealing with them through 

the crucifixion. Baillie writes that the church and Christian Community cannot 

be content until all humankind has been drawn into its fellowship, even if the 

perfect consummation must lie beyond the bounds of terrestrial history.  

Therefore, finally, in his epilogue, Baillie believes that the church is the 

instrument of reconciliation through the ages and therefore the perennial 

function of the church is to proclaim, by Word and Sacrament and by its whole 

life, the message of what God has done in Jesus Christ. It is the church and it is 



only the church that can tell the story, the sacred history, because it is a 

confession and a testimony among humankind.  

“To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not 

imputing their trespasses unto them and hath committed unto us the world of 

reconciliation.” 

“The crucifixion of Jesus set men thinking more than anything else that has 

ever happened in the life of the human race. And the most remarkable fact in 

the whole history of religious thought is this: that when the early Christians 

looked back and pondered on the dreadful thing that had happened, it made 

them think of the redeeming love of God. “Not simply of the love of Jesus, but 

of the love of God.” 

Amen. 

 


