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I speak in the name of Jesus the Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit, to the 

glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 

At our recent parish council meeting, Reeva and I were sharing with the 

councillors how difficult and challenging it is to progress through Fellowship of 

Vocation and Vocational Guidance Conference in order to seek ordination. It is 

a tedious process that can be disheartening and discouraging at times. It 

requires enormous patience, determination, perseverance and most of all, a 

deep rooted faith in your calling to the ministry. Remove any one of those 

tenets and you find yourself flailing.  Some of you may briefly glance at me and 

think that I walked the process flat in the minimum time of two years. You 

would be mistaken. I went through the process three times before I was finally 

successful. 

Let me explain. 

The first time was through the Presbyterian Church towards the end of my 

schooling. I went through a set of interviews and was selected for ordinand 

training at Rhodes University under the auspices of the Presbyterian Church. 

Whilst I coped with the academic studies during those four years at Rhodes, I 

struggled terribly with my own personal issues and growth. After much 

reflection and introspection, I realised that I had little to offer people in the 

church in terms of life experience and maturity. I therefore resigned as a 

candidate for the ministry. I did, however, go on to complete my degree in 

theology. Round One. 

The second time I attempted the process was through the Anglican Church in 

the early 2000s. I was part of a team of four from St Michael’s who were 

seeking ordination through the FOV process. After a while I became 

disillusioned. Part of the reason was the realisation that my personal life was 

not conducive to ordination and part of the reason was a disappointment in 

the actual process. I resigned. Round Two. 



The third time and I realised that this was my last chance, I gave it my all. I was 

single, very focussed and determined to complete the process to the best of 

my ability. I felt that I was finally ready for ordination and the powers that be 

seemed to agree. Round Three. 

I had three chances. 

Some of you may be wondering why I am sharing my Fellowship of Vocation 

journey with you this morning? 

Well, for two reasons. 

Firstly, so you know that I am not perfect and I have really struggled to get 

where I am today. Nothing worthwhile in life comes easily. 

Secondly, my journey is a stark reminder of the Gospel reading that we shared 

this morning.  

What is holding you and me back in life? Are we struggling to put our past 

mistakes behind us and moving forward? Imagine for a moment if I had given 

up after Round One? I most certainly wouldn’t be standing here in this pulpit 

sharing with you this morning! 

Many of the disciples also failed, yet Jesus helped them move forward after 

their failures. 

The disciples had failed to catch any fish. Jesus arrives and helps them to catch 

fish. This is a powerful reminder to us of how Jesus is able to give us all a 

second or third chance (or however many we need) in order to succeed in our 

mission in life, as long as He is part of it. Jesus reinstated Peter. How many of 

us have completely ruined something? I know I have, often. Have we perhaps 

hurt our family? Have we perhaps betrayed a friend? Have we perhaps denied 

Jesus? If we want and need a second chance, God is willing.  

The disciples were no different to us. We also love Jesus, but sometimes we 

are also afraid. With three confirmations of his love, Jesus reminded Peter of 

the task that lay ahead. We are also forgiven and invited to eat with Jesus.  

Jesus asks Peter three times if he truly loves the Lord.  

“Do you truly love me?” 



“Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 

We need to be asking ourselves the same question. 

“Do we truly love the Lord, in spite of our shortcomings, failures and 

weaknesses?” 

We are all human. We are not perfect. We are, however, forgiven and that is 

what makes a difference. Because we are forgiven, we have another chance. 

The choice, however, is up to us whether or not we use the second chance. It is 

very easy for us to walk away and say this is not for me. It is much harder to 

accept that we have failed in our walk with Jesus, to ask for forgiveness and to 

try again. There has never been a time when the Christians and the Christian 

Church has been so persecuted around the world, as it is at the moment. There 

is a price to pay in order to follow Jesus. Are we prepared to pay the price? Ask 

the families of those who died in the recent church bombings in Sri Lanka. 

You and I have a calling. If we did not, we would not be here together this 

morning. We are called to feed the sheep of Jesus. That means we are called to 

make a difference in the world around us by spreading the Gospel, assisting 

the poor, helping the sick and carrying the light of Jesus into the darkness. This 

is no easy task and it requires strength of spirit and determination of soul if we 

are to succeed. This is our calling as Christians. We are all blessed with a gift 

that has been bestowed upon us by Jesus. It is our obligation and Christian 

duty, in spite of our shortcomings, to share and use our gifts to the best of our 

ability so that we are able to feed His sheep and bring people to the Lord. 

Henri Nouwen reminds us... 

The spiritual life is a gift. It is the gift of the Holy Spirit, who lifts us 
up into the kingdom of God’s love. But to say that being lifted up 
into the kingdom of love is a divine gift does not mean that we wait 
passively until the gift is offered to us. 

Jesus tells us to set our hearts on the kingdom. Setting our hearts 
on something involves not only serious aspiration but also strong 
determination. A spiritual life requires human effort. The forces 
that keep pulling us back into a worry-filled life are far from easy to 
overcome. 



“How hard it is,” Jesus exclaims, “… to enter the kingdom of God!” 

(Mark 10:23, JB). And to convince us of the need for hard work, he 

says, “If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce 

himself and take up his cross and follow me” (Matt. 16:24, JB). 

 

We are loved by Christ. 

We are given as many chances as we need. 

Keep on picking up your cross and following Him. 

With the above in mind, let us reflect for a moment on a few questions that we 

can ask ourselves, as we journey towards the cross of Jesus in our lives: 

1) What person from the Bible do you identify with? 

2) When did you first become aware of the call of Christ in your life? 

3) Who is Christ calling you to be? 

4) How would you or what opportunities are there for you to communicate 

to others that Christ is calling them? 

5) What would you like to be able to do to encourage vocational call to 

others? 

6) What can we say to others to encourage them to pray and find a rule of 

life? 

7) How would a connection to a religious community help you and others? 

Let us pray: 

Almighty God, who hast given thine only Son to be unto us both a sacrifice for 

sin, and also an ensample of Godly life: Give us grace that we may always most 

thankfully receive that his inestimable benefit, and also daily endeavour 

ourselves to follow the blessed steps of his most holy life; through the same 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Who liveth and reighneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, 

ever one God, world without end. 

Amen. 


