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I speak in the name of Jesus the Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit, to the 

glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 

In the light of the planned Taize Pilgrimage to be held in September of this year 

in our very own community, I thought it may be apt for us as a Parish to 

consider a little of the history, background and mission of the Taize 

Community. 

I will also ask Paul Muspratt-Williams, who has been part of the planning, to 

say a few words about the planned pilgrimage after my short homily. 

Firstly, a mission statement from one of the Taize web pages: 

The Taize Community is an ecumenical monastic order with a strong devotion 

to peace and justice through prayer and meditation. 

The 100-strong community of Roman Catholic and Protestant monks are drawn 

from 30 countries around the world. 

It was founded in 1940 by Roger Louis Schutz-Marsauche (known as Brother 

Roger). The 90 year old monk died in August 2005 after being stabbed during a 

prayer service. 

Today, Taize is one of the world’s most important sites of Christian pilgrimage. 

Each year tens of thousands of young pilgrims flock to the small village of Taize 

in central France to share in the community’s way of life. 

Prayer and silence are at the heart of the Taize experience. Young people from 

every corner of the globe are encouraged to live out the Christian Gospel in a 

spirit of joy, simplicity and reconciliation.  

Ecumenism is the key to Taize’s appeal, making it a magnet for people of many 

different cultures and traditions. 

With regards to music, Taize has started a unique style of worship that has 

become popular in churches, retreat centres and seminaries throughout the 



world. The singing of distinctive and much-repeated prayer chants during 

candlelit prayer services is one of its trademarks. Taize music highlights simple 

phrases, usually lines from the Psalms or other pieces of scripture, repeated or 

sung in canon. The repetition is designed to help meditation and prayer. 

With regards to prayer, following the monastic tradition, the community 

gathers for prayer three times a day. The style of prayer is highly meditative. 

Singing and silence play a large part. Prayer chants are sung in many different 

languages and include those from the eastern Orthodox tradition. The 

structure of prayer is similar to the Divine Office from the Catholic monastic 

tradition with a hymn, psalms, a scripture reading and intercessions. 

With regards to a Way of Life, Taize monks are committed to material and 

spiritual sharing. They are also bound by vows of poverty, chastity and 

obedience.  They dress as laymen but wear white hooded robes in church. The 

community is self-supporting and the brothers live by their own work, refusing 

donations and personal family legacies.  

Throughout the summer months, thousands of young people, aged 17 to 30, 
come to Taizé to explore or rediscover their Christian faith. They will typically 
camp in the fields around the church and monastery, joining in the 
community's worship three times a day. 

They will also spend time studying the Bible, reflecting in silence and meeting 
in discussion groups. 

Life in Taizé is centred on prayer. Following the Benedictine tradition Ora et 
Labora (Pray and Work), all pilgrims are expected to play a full role in 
community life, joining in cleaning tasks for the benefit of all. 

A typical day in Taizé includes the following activities: 

• morning prayer 

• breakfast 

• large group Bible study 

• small group discussions 

• midday prayer 

• afternoon work or bible study 

• discussion with the brothers 



• dinner 

• evening prayer 

 

As a concrete sign of solidarity, some of the brothers have gone to live among 
the most oppressed and poorest people of the world. Today they work in 

Africa, Asia, North and South America. 

The initiative began in 1962 when the brothers began visiting Eastern Europe 
to help those close to their own borders. 

In 1978 the community also launched the "pilgrimage of trust on earth", 
involving mass gatherings of young people and visits on every continent. 

At the end of 1994, more than 100,000 young people from all over Europe met 

in Paris for five days of prayer and sharing. 

The meetings take place in a large European city from December 28 to January 
1 every year. 

During the 2004 meeting Brother Roger told young people: "If we are at 
present undertaking a pilgrimage of trust on earth with young people from 
every continent, it is because we are aware of how urgent peace is. We can 
contribute to peace to the extent that we try to respond to the following 
question by the life we live: Can I become a bearer of trust where I live? Am I 
ready to understand others better and better?" 

Taizé has a strong tradition of welcoming Church leaders. Pope John Paul II 
visited the community in October 1986. In his address to young people, he 
described Taizé as a "spring of water." 

In 1992, the former Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr George Carey, spent a week 

in Taizé with 1000 young Anglicans from dioceses across England. 

Since then other Church leaders have followed his example by coming to Taizé 
with their young people. 

Undoubtedly, Brother Roger's inspiration and charism have been crucial in 
making Taizé so appealing to youth. His tragic death plunged the community 
into crisis and shocked people worldwide. 

Taizé remains resolutely ecumenical, bringing together people from all 
denominations and cultures. It is a sign of hope in a divided world and its 
spirituality has brought new life to Christian churches throughout the world. 



 

Let us close this evening with a Taize Prayer: 

Let us pray for those who are beginning to know Christ: may the Lord 
strengthen them on their journey. 

For children, for those who take care of them and awaken them to faith, Lord, 
we pray. 

Let us pray for the ill and those who are ending their lives in loneliness: may 
the Lord give them the strength they need. 

Let us pray for those who are condemned to prison or exile: may the Lord 
sustain their hope. 

That the fire of your Spirit may renew our energies and enable us to welcome 

those who do not know you, Lord, we pray. 

May your Church be constantly renewed at the table of the Word and the 
Eucharist, Lord, we pray. 

Amen. 


