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I speak in the name of Jesus the Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit, to the 

glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 

Prayer for Christ likeness 

John Henry Cardinal Newman 

  

Dear Jesus, help me to spread your fragrance everywhere I go; 

 

Flood my soul with your spirit and life; 

 

Penetrate and possess my whole being so completely 

 

That all my life may be only a radiance of yours; 

 

Shine through me and be so in me 

 

That everyone with whom I come into contact 

 

May feel your presence within me. 

 

Let them look up and see no longer me—but only Jesus. 

 

Amen. 

 

“Fear not that thy life shall come to an end, but rather fear that it shall never 

have a beginning.” 

If you had been following ecclesiastical news of late you may have been aware 

of the excitement around the canonisation of Henry John Newman. 



Who was Henry John Newman? 

What does canonisation mean? 

What does this mean for the church of God? 

John Henry Newman was born on the 21st of February 1801 and died on the 

11th of August 1890. He was an English theologian and poet, first an Anglican 

priest and later a Roman Catholic priest and cardinal, who was an important 

and controversial figure in the religious history of England in the 19th century. 

He was known nationally by the mid-1830s and was canonised as a saint in the 

Roman Catholic Church in 2019. 

 Newman was originally an evangelical Oxford University academic and priest 

in the Church of England. He was slowly drawn to the high church tradition of 

Anglicanism. He became a leader of the Oxford Movement. This was a group of 

people at the time who wished to move the English church back into the 

beliefs and liturgical rituals from before the English Reformation. Although this 

movement had limited success, Newman wanted more and decided to swim 

the Tiber and joined the Catholic Church in 1845. He was re-ordained and 

based in Birmingham. Pope Leo X111 made him a cardinal in 1879 for his 

services to the Catholic Church in England. Newman was also a founder 

member of the Catholic University of Ireland in 1854, which in time became 

the University College Dublin. 

Newman is also well known as an author. Noted material that he wrote 

includes Tracts for the Times, his autobiography. The Grammar of Assent, 

various hymns and poetry. 

After an illness, Newman returned to England from Rome and lived at the 

oratory until his death. He celebrated mass for the last time on Christmas day 

in 1889 and died from pneumonia at the Birmingham Oratory in 1890.  

According to his wishes, Newman was buried in the grave of his lifelong friend, 

Ambrose St John, in Birmingham. 

In 1991, Newman was proclaimed venerable by Pope John Paul II after a 

thorough examination of his life and work. 



In 2001 and 2018 two different people claimed miraculous healing due to 

intercessory prayer by Newman. 

Both these miracles were decreed and approved by the powers that be. 

On the 1st of July 2019, with an affirmative vote, Newman’s canonisation was 

authorised and the date for the ceremony was set for the 13th of October 2019. 

Newman was canonised on the 13th of October 2019 by Pope Francis in St 

Peter’s Square. The ceremony was attended by Charles, Prince of Wales, 

representing the United Kingdom. 

John Henry Newman was the first Briton to be canonised in 43 years. Prince 

Charles would go on to say that Newman was a fearless defender of the truth. 

So the question needs to be asked, “What can Newman offer the modern 

church and world?” 

The writings of Newman offer all important reflections for contemporary 

society on freedom of conscience and the duty to search for the truth. 

Newman had a well-known phrase that said, “Conscience has rights because it 

has duties.” 

This means that as Christians we are obliged to form our consciences in truth, 

recognising that our freedom does not give us the moral right to do wrong. 

Unfortunately, modern society distorts the view of conscience so that it is no 

longer orientated towards God but towards self.  

Interestingly, in his homily, Pope Francis did not refer so much to Newman’s 

academic writings, but rather to Newman’s idea of what a Christian should be 

like and went on to quote Newman: 

“The Christian has a deep, silent, hidden peace, which the world sees not. The 

Christian is cheerful, easy, kind, gentle, courteous, candid, unassuming; has no 

pretense... with so little that is unusual or striking in his bearing, that he may 

easily be taken at first sight for an ordinary man.” 

What is also important is that here is a man of God who is respected as a Saint 

by both the Catholics and the Anglicans. Even in death, the saintly power of 



Newman continues to extend from the grave in terms of possible creating 

common ground for Catholic and Anglican Unity, which continues to be an 

ongoing struggle.  

Liberals in the Catholic Church take Newman’s teachings to mean that the 

church can change its mind over certain subjects, including the celibacy of 

priests. You see, Newman’s legacy leaves two key ideas: Firstly, that the church 

must listen to its local congregations or laity and secondly: the idea that church 

teaching to doctrine develops over time.  

A well-known ecclesiastical author suggests that Newman is a conscience hero 

and that is very modern, which may be why he is found so appealing to so 

many today. Newman is a searcher and we live in an age of religious searching. 

Let us close in a prayer written by Saint Henry John Newman: 

May the Lord support us all the day long, Till the shades lengthen and the 

evening comes, and the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, 

and our work is done. 

Amen. 


